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ADVERTISEMENT. 
AE following ſheets having been put 
- into the hands of the Publiſher, by the 
Keeper of Wincheſter Goal, and ordered to be 
printed at the requeſt of the Convicts; the pub- 
lic may rely on the authenticity of the facts 
therein related. But as ſpurious copies will moſt 
likely be printed in different parts of the king- _ 
dom, the public are requeſted to obſerve, that 
none are genuine, unleſs ſigned in the hand 
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THOMAS BOULTER. 


: Brrons we enter upon the mein ſubs 
ject of this narrative, it may not be unac- 
ceptible to the reader to be informed of ſome 
particulars relative to the character and ſituation 
of this unhappy man's friends. His father, 
Thomas Boulter, was bred a miller, and lived a 
conſiderable time at a little village called Polt- 


Mot, near Devizes, in the county of Wilts, 


where he rented a little Griſt-mill, and ſupport- 
ed his family in a decent manner. But his diſpo- 
ſition ſeems to have been naturally bad, and 
given to, every ſpecies of diſhoneſty, which he 
thels and robbery. * che vigilance of an old 


= A 3 woman, 
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woman; his neighbour,- who had l Py 

a ſuſpicion of him, he was at laſt openly detect- 
. ed in ſtealing her honey, for which he was com- 

mitted to Devizes Bridewell, afterwards tried, 
found guilty, and | publicly whipped. 


4% 


It was not long after this tranſaction, Before 
he ſet out on a journey to Trowbridge, to tranſ- 
act ſome little buſineſs: he had that way. On his 
return, he ſtole a horſe, the property of Mr. 
Hall, at Trowbridge, and rode it with the ut- 
moſt ſpeed to Andover in Hants, and ſold it for 
ſix pounds, though worth, at the loweſt eſtima- 
tion, upwards of fifteen pounds. This ęircum- 
ſtance giving ſuſpicion to ſeveral perſons preſent, 
he was taken up, and committed to Wincheſter 
Gaol, At the following aſſizes he was convicted 
of this crime on the cleareſt evidence, and re- 
ccived ſentence of death; but through the inter- 
ceſſion of ſeveral of his friends his puniſhment 
was mitigated, and ** was re n * 
for fourtcen Fend. 11:10 ol! 


-- Hixtibete was 4 Hbouring tan at Lavington, 
near Devizes, and ſuſpected of frequently com- 
mitting private thefts, and highway robberies. 

At length, attempting to rob a gentleman a lit- 
tle way out of 1. town of Market Lavingrol, 
NT the 
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THOMAS BOULFER. + : 
the gentleman ſhot at him, and lodged à brace 
of ſlugs in his thigh, and left him bleeding in the 
highway: Some perſons coming By, humanely 
took him up, carried him to Market Lavington, 
and obliged” the pariſn to take care of him, and 
to procure the aſſiſtance of a ſurgeon. His 


wound was cured, but he lb& the uſe of his 


thigh, which was never afterwards reſtored, {6 


that remaining a cripple ever after, the perſon 
aſſaulted never thought it worth while to proſe- 


cute him; and being unable to work, or ſupport 


himſelf by hard labour, he was removed to his 
own pariſh at Lavington, where he remains in 
the Work-houſe at this day. He was ſuppoſed 
by many people to have en concerned with 
Boulter in robbing on the highway, particularly | 
in Wiltſhire, &c. but Boultet declared id the 
moſt ſerious manner the morning of his execu⸗ 


tion, that his uncle at Lavington never had beet 


concerned with him in any one robbery What! 
e T: | — wh 


I pnciple or diſpoſition is at all 1 
no one can wonder that young Boulter ſhould 


follow the example of his ptedeceſſors; ſhould 
have had a natural inclination to diſhoneſty; co 
pilfering his neighbours, or to rob on the high 
297 his propenſity to which has often carried 


A4 4 him 
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* 


him to commit the act, a ee want, or ne- 


ceſſity, but from the pleaſure ot gratitying an 


inclination, which, there i is no doubt, though 


at the riſk of his life, afforded him a ſatisfac- 


tion that | he could find in no other way of life. 


This is evident from the daring robberies he 


| committed at fuch times as he had plenty of 


money, and a great deal of property of another 
kind, upon which he might have found a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence for. a long time; but inſtead 
of this, he would depoſit all his ill gotten wealth 
in other people s hands, and never aſk for it a- 


ain; but, in the hour of want, would prefer 


going on the highway, than ſeek aſſiſtance from 


thoſe who had perhaps ſome hundred pounds of 


his ſtolen effects in their hands. That this was 


often the caſe, the feader will be convinced on 


the peruſal of the following narration, which is 


copied as cloſe as Lot fn ee own 


words. 


Thomas Boulter, jun. was das at Poltſhot,, 
near Devizes, in the County of Wilts. His fa- 
ther gave him a tolerable education, ſuch as ſuf · 
ficiently qualified him for a tradeſman. He was 


brought up under his father to the buſineſs of a 


miller, and for a long time managed and 
conducted the little buſineſs his father carried on 
5 8 in 


THOMAS-BOULTER 2 


in that way at Poltſhot. In the year 1774, his 


_ ſiſter opened a little milliner's ſhopat Newport in 
the Iſle of Wight; and Boulter, not very well ſa-. 
tisfied- with the employment under his father, 

procured a little ſum of money, and went to live 
with his ſiſter in the Iſland. He opened a ſhop 
a little before his father was taken up for horſe- 
ſtealing, and carried on the 2 buſineſs at 
Newport, and his ſiſter at the ſame time continued 
in the millinary way in the ſame houſe with him. 


' During his reſidence at Newport, his charac- | 
ter ſeems pretty fair, until about the middle of 
1775, when he firſt took to rob on the highway. 
Finding buſineſs not to. anſwer his expectation, 
and being very much puſhed for money, he ſet 
off with a determination of picking up a conſide- 
rable booty before he returned, Previous'to this, 
he had taken an opportunity of going to Port- 
mouth, where he ſuppoſed no ſuſpicion would 
ariſe. on his procuring piſtols, He purchaſed 
two brace, together with caſting irons for flugs, 
powder- horn, powder, &c. He then returned 
to the Idand, and remained a little while 
longer with his ſiſter. He had ſome thoughts 
of firſt trying his luck in the Iſland; but on con- 
Gdering how confined a ſpot it was, and how 
| zmpoſlible to ſucceed. vichour an immediate diſ- 
2 covery, 
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covery, he thought it moſt adviſeable to 17 
aſide all thoughts of that kind for the preſent,” 
and to try his fortune in a mote extenſtve coun- 
try, from whence he could at ay time retire for 
refuge into the Iſland, 


About the middle af i the "Et 1775 he ſet out 
from Newport in the Pacquet, under pretence of 
going to fee his mother at Poltſhot; When he 
arrived at Southampton, he went to Mr. Cox at 
the Vine Inn, and hired a horſe to go to Saliſ- 
bury, deſiring at the ſame time to have a good 
one. He took the Saliſbpry road a little beyond 
Millbrook, when he turned off over Southamp, 
ton Common, and croſſed the country, till he 
got into the great weſtetn turnpike road, be- 
' rween Stockbridge and Sutton. In, leſs chan a 
quarter of an hour he met the Saliſbury diligence, 
in which was two, paſſengers. He rode on about 
three hundred yards, then turned back, and rode 
| paſt the diligence ſome diſtance, feeling a kind 
of irrefolution and tremor before he could attack 
it; however, he turned ſhort round, pulled out 
his piſtol, rode up to the diligence with a forced 
courage, ordered the driver to ſtop, and in leſs 
than two minutes robbed the paſſengers of their 

watches and money; faid he was much obliged 
| | | to 


THOMAS 'BOULTER. . 
to 'them, for that he was in great want. and 
wiſhed them a pleaſant j journey. i a 


This was the firſt robbery he ever EN 

and finding the buſineſs ſo eaſy, and ſo profitable, 
he made no heſication in purſuing, his journey to 
| Saliſbury, robbing every one he met, where any 
probability of ſucceſs, or of acquiring any booty, 
appeared in his favour. From Saliſbury, he 
took the road for Devizes, and on the Plain rob- 
bed three ſingle gentlemen he met with on horſe- 
back, and two perſons on foot; and before he 
reached Poltſhot had collected near forty 
pounds, and ſeven watches, which, in his firſt 
eſſay, and in ſo ſhort a time, was great encou- 
| ragement to purſue the ſame ſteps in his way back 
again, For this purpoſe he took the Devizes 
| turnpike road for Andover, upon which he rob- 

| bed a poſt chaiſe, ſeveral farmers on horſeback, 
one perſon on foot, and two countrywomen re- 
turning from market. He went into Andover 
in fight of the laſt perſon he had robbed, put 
up his horſe, and baited at the Swan, where he 
aid near an hour, and then took the road for 
Wincheſter; met, and robbed à gentleman's 
fervant near Whorwell, and a poſt:chaiſe on the 
Baſingſtoke turnpike bd into which he croſſed 
over che D ; then went ſtraiglit to South- | 


"4 — 
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ampton, and returned into the Ifle of Wight 


by the firſt pacquet, very well ſatisfied with the 
ſucceſs of his RAS. 


The monies he had collected 4 during his ab 


ſence, enabled him to remain ſome time at New- 
port undiſturbed by his creditors, and ſerved to 
ſupply all his preſent purpoſes ; the idea, how- 


ever, of a new and more extenſive tour was ſel- 


dom out of his mind. He took the firſt oppor- : 
tunity of providing a new brace of piſtols, of the 
beſt make, had a new ſuit of cloaths, with ſecret 


pockets contrived to receive them, new boots 
and in ſhort every article neceſſary to equip: 


gentleman of the road. But the moſt eſſential 


article was yet wanting, a good ſwift horſe ; and 


here again he was ſtaggered by, his inability to 
its purchaſe. But as he ſeldom met with any 


difficulty but what his invention could remove, 


ſo in the preſent caſe, his ingenuity ſpeedily re. 


lieved him; he was determined to ſteal the firſt 
fine horſe he could meet with in a ſituation to be 
taken away. The iſland, he was convinced, 


would, by no means favour his ſcheme, from. 
the impoſſibility of conveying the hore acroſs the 
water without its being known; it therefore re- 


mained that he ſhould take the packet, and 
ſearch 


* 
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THOMAS BOULTER. 13 

| ſearch round the neighbourhood of Southamp- | 

ton, or the Foreſt, where he doubted not of 

being very ſoon accommodated to his mind. 
When he arrived ar Southampton, he at firſt in- 
tended ſearching the Common on foot, ſuppoſing 
he might ſuit himſelf inſtantly ; but he reflect- 
ed that if he ſhould not ſucceed, he might be 
obliged to go further, and might, if on horſe- 
back, tranſatt ſome other buſineſs by the way, 
particularly as caſn was low, and the expences of 
Bis journey likely to be conſiderable. Theſe con- 
ſiderations cartied him to Mr. Cox, at the Vine 
Inn, where he has frequently furniſhed himſelf 
for theſe expeditions; and his Landlord, at the 
ſame t time, little ſuſpeRing what buſineſs he was 
going, upon, . heſitated at lending hin 4 
horſe. ; : | 


F 1 o : * 1 1 . - 
—— 344 S 4 A. 


His firſt "A n upon the co | 5 
and the neighbouring incloſures, but ee 


any fucceſs, as he could find nothing but ponies, 

broken down hacks, and ſuck as were vety 
unfit för his purpoſe. He then took the 
road for Lindhurſt, and in his way came up 
with an old gentleman going to Lymington, 
with whom he, fell into diſcoutſe on differ. 
ent fabjeRts' till they had gone about four miles 
—_— when Mr. Boulter very politely told 


him 
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him 1 he was a young tradeſman very W in 
diſtreſs, had ſuſtained ſeveral levere loſſes, which, 
compelled him to borrow a trifle, on the highway, 
to help him on, and thai he muſt deſire his mite 
amongſt the reſt, The civility of the attack ope- 
rated much on the gentleman's good will, who 
pulled out a ſmall morocco pocket-book, and 
gave him a 10l, bank bill, ſaying it was all he 
had, except a few ſhillings in his. purſe, which 
would be of no uſe to him; hoped his ſtory: was 
true, and that when his preſent , diſtreſs, was re- 
moved, he would not have recourle.t to ſuch n mea- 
fares in future, and he ſhould not think the 15 
ney loſt, or; ill- -beſtowed, Boulter ret 1705 
thanks in a very civil manner, excuſed 1 
from purſuing, that, road, any 1 0 8 and with- 6 
ing him a "pod day, returned towards Totton, 
in ſearch hs what he molt wanted, a I . | 


yo <4, 


£7 T ton, he * 5 oyer a variety ** et 


but could find nothing to his ſatisfaction. Mae. 
ſearched round all; the neighbouring. villages, 
with the ſame, bad ſucceſs, till wearied out; he 
returned to an inn at Redbridge, where he re- 
mained that ni 1 21 Early in the morning he, 
of ſeroff towards omſey, and i in his way robbed, 

two e on 18 of a. ſilyer watch, five, 
—— 


THOMAS BO. UL. I-E R. 15 
5 Suigeas, and ſome ſilyer. After ſtaying an hour 
at the Bell at Romſey, he took the Ring wood 
1 road, and cut acroſs the foreſt for Fording- | 
5 bridge. Took ſome refreſhment at the Grey- 
hound, and towards the evening ſet off for Ring- 
wood, through ſeveral villages, where he. Tor. 
| poſed the greateſt probability of completing his 
; buſineſs. In his way, he obſeryed ſeveral horſes 
Pe in different S fit for. his purpoſe, but 
| Fühl 


carry his plan into execution; "py that in the 
mean time he went on to Ringwood, where he 


b ſaid till near nine o *clock at nighr. He then re- 
* turned very Nowly the ſame road he came, and 
Re having pitched upon the one he thought moſt fit 
por his uſe, he opened a gate, and rode towards 


» | the horſe, which, after ſome little difficulty ke 
- caught, and led in band the ſame night to South. 
| n, Where he turned him looſe, 

then went toSMMhampton, and took. ' the 
- firſt packet for the le of f Wight.” | N e e 


"Wy pp 
6690s * $. £ 5 


* 


Having now made every preparation For his 
buſineſs he left the Iſland, with à full derermi# 
nation of not ſceing it aga in tilßhe had amaſſed a 

Fohlideruble fun, which. he propoſed-to pick up 
on a tour into the Weſt of England. A ſad- 
fle Ant 9 2 he: ſet out, pr after W | 


a N 32 
% : # # _ * 
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ing the Common for about an hour, auge his . 
horſe, with which he proceeded tothe Horns, ati 
inn upon the road, where he baited, and took 
ſome refreſhment; he then purfued his Journey 
towards the weſt, meeting with no adventure 
the firſt day; but reached White Pariſh in 
Wilts in the evening, where he flept that night, 
About nine the next morning, he ſtarted for Sa- 
liſbury, intending to get into the neighbour- 
hood of Exeter before he proceeded to buſineſs. 
However, upon the road between Saliſbury and 
Blandford, he robbed a diligerice, and a gen- 
tleman on horſeback, from whom he took a gol 
watch, two guineas, and ſome filver. He then 
puſhed on to Blandford as ſpeedily as poſſible, 
where he ſtaid till about four o'clock; then 
mounted his horſe taking the road for Dorcheſ- 
ter, upon which he commigged ſeveral robberies 
till r near nine o'clock at þ 4 when he broke 
away acroſs the country to in order to a- 
void purſuit. Here he ſtaid above half the 

next day in order to refreſh his horſe, and then 
proceeded towards Bridport. Having regained 
the turnpike road, he preſently; came up with a 


Gentleman, whom he accoſted in à very civil 


manner, and ſaid, if he was going for Bridport 

or Exeter, he mould be happy with his com- 
pany. * * ſaid he was going below 
| Bridport, 


THOMAS BOULTER. 
Bridport; and ſhould be glad to accompany * 
ſo far as he went. After ſome converſation, it 
came out that the gentleman was a grazier, and 
had been to Saliſbury market, where he pretend- 
ed to have ſold a large quantity of cattle, at a 
very advanced price; that he was remarkable for 
always bringing the fineſt. cattle to market, and 
could always get a better price than his neihh- 
bours:, Boulter replied, ' that he wiſhed he had © 
been always ſo lucky in his way of buſineſs, hut 
unhappily for him, he had ſuſtained innumera- 
ble loſſes, and had met with misfortunes.of ſe- 
veral kinds, that had reduced him to diſtreſs; 
that he had not been accuſtomed to know want, 
and therefore had taken to the road for preſent 
relief, and was glad he had ſo luckily fallen into 
company with a gentleman who appeared ſo well 
able to aſſiſt him; and pulling out a piſtol, beg 
ged he might dls him qt, ſome of the money he, 
had received at mae „The gentleman was ſo F: 
much ſurprized that he could not for ſome time 
utter a word; but at laſt replied, that he m_ 
poſed he did it to frighten him, and could 
ſurely be in earneſt; upon which Boulter Gab 
the piſtol cloſe to his breaſt, and inſiſted he 
ſhould not go a ſtep farther till he had delivered 
his money, when he took from him in bank bills 
and caſh near gol. His watch, rang he ſeemed. | 
e B R 158 | 
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ic ſet a value upon for its antiquity; and ſome g 
bills of exchange, he returned him again, ſaying, 
what he had taken was ſufficient for kis preſent 


purpoſe, and therefore wiſhed him a good day, 
faying, he ſhould now return to London. After 


this he committed a number of robberies near 


Dorcheſter, Weymouth, Blandford, Honiton, 
Exeter, &c. till he had got together in money 
and other valuable articles to the amount of near 

500l. with which he retired, and ſpent ſeveral 
months with his mother and among his relations, 
without committing any other robbery, in the 
courfe of which time he ſpent his money very” | 
profuſely, and led a very gay he.” 4 ; 


In May 1776, finding tis deckenden ke ſet 
off upon another expedition, havingequipped him- 
ſelf in all reſpects for the purpoſe, and mounted 
himfelf upon a good Norſe. He took the road 
for London, intending to try his fortune in the 
_ neighbourhood of that great metropolis, where 
he ſuppoſed he might ſoon furniſh himſelf with' 
whatever ſum he wanted, and with leſs danger 
of being known. He ſet out from the neigh- 
bourhood of Devizes, and got to Staines the ſe- 


condl evening, where he lay that night, intend» 


ing to attack ſome of the coaches coming out of 


London early the next . morning, - Accordingly* 
ad bout 
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THOMAS BOULTER. * 


about four o'clock he mounted his horſe, „ . 
was not long before he met ſevetal of the Weſt-. 
ern coaches, but the ſight of a blunderbuſs upon 


the roof of moſt of them, made him think it 


imprudent to venture at an attack, which in al! 
therefore contented himſelf with rohbing two di- 
ligences, in one of which was a ſingle lady, and 
in the other a gentleman, a lady, and a child, 
from both of which he took one ſilver, and one 


metal watch, and upwards of ſeven pounds in 
gold and ſilver. He then turned out of the road, 


and took towards Windſor, in his way to Which 


he met a ſingle gentleman in a poſt-chaiſe, which 


he ordered to ſtop, but the boy drove on as faſt 


as he could poſſibly go, and the gentleman pull- 
ed out a brace of piſtols, one of which he pre- 


| ſented at the window; however, Boulter rode 
after them, and fired at the boy, upon which be 
immediately ſtopped, the gentleman then ſhox at 
Boulter, but miſſed, whereupon he rode cloſe 2 
up to the carriage, clapped his piſtol to the gen- 
 teman's head, ſaying, if he did not give up Bis. 7704, 
piſtols, he would poſitively ſhoot him, The 
gentleman, ſenſible of the diſadvantage he las 
boured under, gave up the piſtols; which were. 


followed by a pocket-book with bank notes to 


about ons: pounds value, a' purſe with three 


Wy Zuineas 


— * - _— * 
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; guineas and ſome ſilver, a pinchbeck wattli, 
and a ting; he then admoniſhed him, if he ſhould 
be attacked again never to make uſe of a piſtol, _ 

for if he ſhould miſs his aim, as he had that day, 
there was not one in ten but would ſhoot him 
through revenge; that it was not his deſire to 
uſe any gentleman ill, and therefore ſhould take 
no advantage of his ſituation; thanked him for 

what he had received, and wiſhed him ſafe to his 
N e, s end. 


He continued the road * Windfor to 
25 Maidenhead, and on his way committed a num- 
ber of robberies, the moſt extraordinary of which 
was ſtopping three poſt-chaiſes within ſight or 
each other, from which he took in bank notes, 
money, -and other articles, upwards of gol. va- 
lue. He took a ring from a lady's finger, in the 
hindermoſt chaiſe, which appeared to be very 
valuable, and at parting with it ſne burſt into a 
violent flood of tears, which affected Boulter ſo 
much, that he returned it, ſaying, he perceived 
- it was of more value to her, than it ever would 
be of to him; ſaid, neceſſity had forced him to 
the ſteps he had taken, and hoped they would 
not endeavour to injure him, However, when 
the chaiſes reached Windſor, a hue and cry was 
ſent out after him, which reached Maidenhead 
- | a |; | at 
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| At the time he was baiting; and while they were 


deſcribing him, and making enquiry whether 
ſuch a perſon had been ſcen there, he mounted 


Foreſt to Oakingham, and from thence to 


Hartley-Row, where calling for. a bottle of % 


wine, he drank one glaſs himſelf, and gave the 


remainder, poured. over a large toaſt, to his horſe, 
and in leſs than ten minutes from his firſt ſtop» 
ping, was mounted, and out of fight. He re- 


| his horſe, and took the Oxford road about four 5 
miles, as faſt as he could gallop; croſſed the 


peated the ſame at Whitchurch and Everly, 


got to Poltſhot, to which place he rode in leſs 


ney from Maidenhead. 


3 The ſucceſs of this . was very great i_he-. 


accumulated a large ſum of money, ſeveral va- 


luable watches, and other things, to a conſide- 
rable amount, he therefore thought it prudent. 


to lay bye for ſome time, till the noiſe of his late 
expedition had blown over. He remained 


very cloſe at home, and ſcareely ventured a 
mile abroad, For fear of a diſcovery, in the 


mean while he procured an entire new ſuit of 


B 3 © IM cloaths, 2 


which were the only ſtoppages he made till he 


than ſeven hours, and never once baited,, or 
gave his horſe corn, nor any thing beſides the | 
three bottles of wine and a toaſt the whole, jour- 


| 


* " 
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<cloaths, and contrived to make every alteration 
in his perſon” and figure that could poflibly be 
deviſed. After ſpending about two months 


with his friends, he took à ride to fre Bath and 


Briſtol, where he got into company with ſome 
_ Ttharpers, who eaſed him of a good deal of caſh, 
To make up for this loſs, he robbed upon the 


highway for a long time round Bath and Briſtol, 


the whole month of September, and part of Oc. 


tober. He ſtopped the Bath Machine in Cher: 


well lane, and robbed the inſide paſſengers of a- 


bout ſeven pounds, and took four thillings from 
an outſide paſſenger. He robbed two of the 
Briſtol ſtages within a mile of Briſtol; ſtopped a 


: , gentleman and a lady in a poſt-chaiſe near Bath- 


Eaſton, and robbed them of near fifty pounds. 


| Overtook a gentleman, and accompanied him 


three miles on the Bradford road, who ſaid he 


vas a clothier, and robbed him of twenty gui- 


neas, his watch, and ſome ſilver. Stopped the 
Bath diligence about two miles out of Bath, 
and robbed the paſſengers of nine guineas and 

ſome ſilver. Met a yolt-chaiſe on Devizes: plain, lo, 


with two gentlemen, whom he robbed of © 


filver and one pinchbeck watch, fout guineas, 


and ſome ſilver; and in about ten minutes after 
- ſtopped, another chaiſe near the fame place, in 
which was one French PET, who appeared 


very 
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very much frighted, and deſired. Boulter would — 


take his piſtol out of the chaiſe, and he wauld 
immediately give him all the money he had; 
Boulter complied with his requeſt, and the 
Frenchman pulled out his gold watch, and a 
purſe containing ſeven guineas, and about four- 
teen ſhillings in ſilver. The Frenchman declar-, - 
ing it was all the money he had, and appearing 
very uneaſy Jeſt he ſhould not get to his jour- 
ney's end, Boulter put ſix- -pence. into the purſe, 
and returned it him, ſaying, if he were to follow 
his profeſſion, he might ſoon fill it again. He 
came up with a butcher on horſeback within 5 
- three miles of Bath, who he ordered to ſtop; the | 
butcher replied, he would not ſtop for him nor. 
any man living; Boulter then pulled out his | 
piſtol, rode cloſe up to the butcher, and preſents 
ed it to his head, ordering him to deliver his 
money; but he refuſed to comply, ſaying, he 
did not get it ſo eaſy as to part with it in that fol- 
ih manner; beſides, if he were to be robbed, 
be muſt go upon the highway himſelf before he 
durſt go home, and that he would rather not day 
upon which he wiſhed the butcher a good night, 
and told him to remember that Baulter was his 


"i friend. He ſtopped a chariot between Bath and 


Briſtol, in which were two clergymen. When 


Xe el their money, they told him they 
1 | had 
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Nabe nor any thing elſe about them worth | 
his taking. But not ſatisfied with this anſwer, - 
he'Ulapped his piſtol cloſe to the ear of one of the 


| gentlemen, ſaying, he muſt certainly diſcharge. 
it, unleſs they immediately turned their pockets, 


to convince him that they travelled with- 

out money. They then begged he would with- 
draw his piſtol, -and they would give him what 
little money they had; which proved to be twenty- 
ſeven guineas, and about nine ſhillings-1 in filver. 
While he was putting the money into his pecket, 
the coachman drove on very furjouſly towards 


Bath, before he had taken leave of his benefac- 


tors; he therefore rode very haſtily after the car- 
riage, and obſerving nobody in the road,” called 
to the driver to ſtop, or he would ſhoot him. 


He then informed the gentlemen, that he could 


not thinkof parting with them, till they had given 


up their watches, which in his hurry he had be- 


fore forgot to mention. The gentlemen, ſeeing 
a refuſal would be in vain, immediately complied 


with his demand, and gave him one gold and 
done metal wach. Juſt as he was receiving the 
gold watch, with his head partly in at the chariot 


window, two gentlemen came up full ſpeed, 


who pulled in their horſes, and ſtared very hard 


as they rode by, which was only a foot- pace, till 
1 were got about ten yards paſt, when they 
ede 
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renewed their ſpeed. Tbis unexpected circum = 


ftancethad ſuch an effect upon Boulter, that had 2 


the gentlemen or the coachman called for their 
aſſiſtance, he acknowledges he ſnould have made 
no reſiſtance, unleſs it had been by riding away, 
and this te would have ſtood a very bad chance 
of doing, as at that time he was very indifferently 
mounted. However, reſuming his courage, he 
put the gold watch in his pocket, and after roba 
bing the coachman of a guinea: and his ſilver 
watch, wiſhed them a good night, deſiring thay | 

| would * of i in We re 


Alter e + number ober cobbel 
ries . round that neighbourhood, and being too 
well known to remain much longer in ſafety; he 
thought it moſt adviſeable to ſnift his quarters: 
he therefore took a circuit round the Weſt of 
England, committing the moſt audacious: rob. 
beries all the way. In this journey he took to 

another ſpecies of theft, which he acknowledges 
he has often in his own mind. conſidered as a 
much more unpardonable offence than the other, 
that of ſtealing plate from the table at inns 
where he has called for accommodations. As he 
generally made it a rule to wear very good cloaths, 
and was molt times mounted on a good horſe, 

| be was always | neun into good rooms, * treat- 
ed 
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edin 2 de manner. This afforded him fre- 
duent opportunities of pocketing ſilver. tea- 
ſpoons, table · ſpoons, butter- boats, Pepper-caſ- 


tors, &c. of which ſort of articles he got toge- 
ther a great number; and in order to effect this 


buſineſs with the greater caſe and ſecurity, he 
would never fit down to breakfaſt or dinner till 

he had firſt fed his horſe, and got him ſaddled 

and bridled, and ready to mount. Juſt before 


he finiſhed his meal, he ſends the waiter to order 


den ad get the billy; in the mean timo 
having pocketed what he thought fit for his pur- 
poſe, he comes forward to the door of the par- 
« lor; and thete ftands till his horſe is brought 
cnt, She nave: he bill; and inftanctynwounts; bj 


which means engaging the attention of the maſ- - 
tet, and the waiter ſtanding by, in hopes of being 


- Femembered, he had ſufficient time to eſcape per- 


haps a mile or two from the place before any diſ- 


_  gavery could be made of the theft. He there. 


fore recommends it to landlords and yaiters, al-. 


mays to examine their tables before any gueſt 


leaves the houſe, as the only ſure method of pre- 


2 eee ROT robbing them in dus en. | 
55 2 wraps | 


Having ee tour round the Weſt; andfind- 
ing the country ſo much alarmed, that he was 
continually 
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of being taken, he thought it moſt adviſeable to 
retire till the noiſe of his late robberies was a lit- 
tle abated. Having a relation in the Foreſt, who 


lived in a very obſcure ſituation, he reſolved to | 


go there, and make known his circumſtances, 
and depoſit in his hands all the property he had 


got together; and which, from its quantity, be- 


came troubleſome. Here he ſpent his time in 

t retirement, ſeldom going out of the houſe 
fora week together; till towards a months end, 
vhen getting weary. of ſuch cloſe confinement, 
and having his horſe with hum, ke frequently 


rode out ſeveral miles for exerciſe and amuſe. 7 


ment. But even in theſe excurſions, he could 
not forbear frequently. ſtopping people on the 
| 8 and robbing them in the middle of the day, 
upon which account his relation became very un- 
ceaſy, leſt he ſhould be purſued and traced to his 
-* houſe, and therefore requeſted him never to take 
his horſe, with which Boulter complied. How- 
ever, this was not found ſufficient to withhold 
him from the ſame purſuit ; for, if he walked 


out, and met any perſon in his way, who he 


thought had any money, he was ſure to robthem; 
and he always made it a rule to keep a hrace af 
piſtols with k 11 night and any. 


- „ + : 
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In nd montlis he got perfectly v weary of | 
this retired way of life; and was determined to take 
the firſt opportunity of leaving it, yet ſo as to a- 

void that danger of a detection with which he 

was repeatedly threatened, Conſidering that the 


northern part of England was a country which 


he had never ſeen, and conſequently where he 
was entirely unknown, he formed a reſolution, 
his horſe being freſh and in fine order, to take a 
Journey to the city of York. He accordingly 


ſet out, towards the end of January 1777, for 


that place. When he reached London, he 
cloathed himſelf very genteely, and provided al 
other neceſſaries with which he ſtood in need; 
and then continued his journey. In his way he 


' robbed a gentleman and a lady in the York dili- 


gence, of five guiheas, and a metal watch; he 
ftopped-a'clergyman'on horſeback near Newark, 
and took his watch and money. He met the 
York fly about two miles out of Doncaſter, and 
robbed the paſſengers of upwards of thirty 
pounds; alſo a poſt-chaiſe with two ladies, a- 
bout half a mile from the ſame place, from whom 
he took a very handſome ring, a gold watch, 
and three guineas; and between Doncaſter and 
Vork he robbed ſeveral perſons on horſeback 


of trifling ſums. He ſtayed at York three days, 


moving hls quarters each day! ; in the mean time 


gained 


THOMAS BOULTER. 2g 
gained what information hecould concerning che | 
neighbouring towns; their market-days, and the 
different roads to them. The firſt excurſion 
he made from York, was to Leeds, on the road 
to which place he robbed a gentleman in à fingle 
horſe chaiſe of about twenty-ſeven ſhillings, 
and a morocco letter-caſe with two-bank-notes, - 
to the value of thirty-five pounds; he alſo ſtop- 
ped three perſons on horſeback, and ſeveral on 


| foot, whom he robbed of their watches and mo- 


ney. He put up at Leeds intending to ſtay all 
night; but an account coming into the town a- 
bout ten o'clock at night, of a highwayman | 

having gone through there, he ſtole away into 
the ſtable, mounted his horſe, and rode to Man- 
cheſter with all the ſpeed he could make. In 
this large manufacturing place he continued near 
three weeks, and lived quite in ſtile, till he had 


ſpent near all his money, when he quitted the. 


place, and went upon the road again. He com- 
mitted ſeveral petty robberies in his way to Shef- 
field, but does not remember any one of conſe- 
quence. Upon the road to Rippon, he unfor- 
tunately attacked a gentleman finely mounted, 
whoſe ſervant having on ſome occaſion ſtayed at 
a diſtance behind, he was not at firſt diſcovered, 
The gentleman made no reply when att ned, 
but ; looking round. and ſeeing no ſervant with 
him, 
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him, ** out his purſe, and gave it up without 23 


any reſiſtance or heſitation, Juſt as they had 


parted, the ſervant appeared in ſight, galloping 
after his maſter, and paſſed Boulter in leſs than 
five minutes after the robbery. Not dreaming 
of any purſuit, he was in no hurry to ride away, 


but was going on very ſlow, when all of a ſudden 


he looked back, and ſaw the gentleman he had 


robbed, with his ſervant, riding full ſpeed after 


him. On fight of this, he clapt ſpurs to his 


horſe, and rode as faſt as he poſſibly could, but 


in leſs than two miles he was overtaken, and or- 


dered to ſurrender, or they would ſhoot him. 


Perceiving the gentleman on one fide, and his 
ſervant on the other, and each a piſtol in his 
hand, no hopes of eſcaping were left, he there- 

fore told the gentleman he would commit him- 
ſelf to his mercy, not doubting but as he had 
been a moſt unfortunate young man, he would 
forgive him this offence, on having his money 


returned. The gentleman then aſked his name 
where he lived, &c. &c. he told him his name 


was Poore; that he had lately began buſineſs in 


London in the grocery way, in which meeting. 
with ſome heavy loſſes that had brought him to 


the brink of ruin, he had gone upon the road to 


relieve himſelf. This, however, had no weight, 
for ny immediately carried him before 2 Jul- 


Lice, 


* — * 
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tice, took away his piſtols, and committed him 
to York-Caſtle, in order to take his trial at 92 
aſſizes, which were juft at hand. 9 10 

While he lay i in pee he concerted a 5 
number of ſchemes to make his eſcape; but 
could by no means effect his purpoſe. He en- 
deavoured to prevail with ſeveral perſons, un- 
der a promiſe of great rewards to procure him 
inſtruments to cut off his irons, &c. but the 
time being ſo ſhort before his trial, he could not 
ſucceed in his attempt. At the March aſſizes 
in the year 1777, he was brought to trial, and 
convicted of the offence on the cleareſt evidence, 
whereupon he was condemned, and ordered to 
be executed in fifteen days after. His ſituation at 

this time he acknowledges was moſt deplorable; 
having no friends in that part of the country, 
nor any one to intercede for him; and as for ef- 
fecting an eſcape, the leaſt poſſibility did not 
appear, ſo that the horrors of an ignominicus 
and cruel death were never more ſeverely felt or 
deplored. However, on the morning appointed 
for his execution, he received the unexpected 
but moſt joyful news of his Majeſty's free pardon 
0 being granted him, in conſideration of reform- 
ing his life, and entering into his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, which he moft chearfully promiſed to do, 
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and at the time, ſays he never made a ſtronger 
reſolution of any thing in the world, than he 

then did tolead an honeſt life for the future; and 

to ſpend the reſt of his days in his ach $ fer- 

vice. | 


Full of theſe ſentiments, he entered as a private 
into a marching regiment then at York, and for 
the firſt four days promiſed fair to make a good 


ſoldier; but no ſooner was he called upon to 
keep good hours, to appear regularly on the pa- 


rade, and keep his body in certain ſhape and 


form, than he found it very unpleaſant, and 
what would by no means agree with his con- 
ſtitution. On the ſixth day he was ordered to 


prepare himſelf for the field at ſeven the next 


morning, to leave off his plain cloaths, and ap- 


pear in the uniform then given him, with his 
arms, &c. This ſit more uncomfortably upon 


him than the former, inſomuch that, forgetting 


his late deplorable ſituation, and the proteſta- 


tions he had made in conſequence of his Ma- 
jeſty's clemency, he got out of bed from his 


comrades at midnight, and having previouſly ſe- 


cured his cloaths, ſtole from out of his quarters, 
and ſet off towards Nottingham. In leſs than an 
hour he was overtaken by the Nottingham ſtage, 


and e with the. coachman to take him 


CO up, 


: 
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up, he ſoon arrived in that place. From Not- 
tingham he travelled acroſs the country to Briſ- 


tol, where he arrived in about a week after his 


deſertion, and being without a horſe, and redu- 


ced to very low circumſtances, he accidentally 
went into the ſhip alehouſe in Milk-ſtreet, Briſ- 
tol, to take ſome refreſhment. This alehouſe 


happened at that time to be kept by Caldwell, 
who treating Boulter in a very friendly and civii 
manner, though at that time an utter ſtranger to 


him, laid the firſt foundation of their intimacy. 


In about a week, from frequent converſation, 


and being conſtantly together, they naturally 


contracted a regard for each other, which ap- 


pearing evident to themſelves, Boulter made no 
ſcruple of relating the es of his life to 


Caldwell; and after enlarging upon the pleaſure 


and profits of gentlemen of the road, Caldwell 


very readily formed the ſame opinion, and agreed 
to accompany him upon an expedition of that 


kind, whenever he thought proper. Having no 


- horſes, it was agreed to ſearch round the neigh- 


bourhood, and to ſteal two of the very beſt 
they could find. But before they went upon 
this buſineſs, Boulter deſired his friend only to 


take a walk with him a mile or two out of town, 


and he would ſoon make him acquainted mo. 
"ho 
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his buſineſs. They took the Glouceſter road 


about ſix o'clock in the evening, and meeting a 
poſt · chaiſe about a mile out of Briſtol, they ſtop- 
ped it, and robbed a gentleman of his watch and 


eleven guineas. They afterwards robbed three 
perſons on horſeback, and ſeveral on foot, and 


then returned to Caldwell's houſe in Milk- ſtreet, 


and ſpent the evening very joyouſly, anaking to 
hear future good ſucceſs, _ 


In three days after kk adventure, a fine brown 
gelding about fifteen hands high was ſtolen from 
out of a piece of ground, and brought in the dead 
of night to Milk-ſtreet. Search was then made 
for ſeveral days ſucceſſively to provide another, 


5 but none was to be found good enough for the 


purpoſe. Boulter having an inclination to go 


home to ſee his friends, made the ſame known to 


Caldwell, telling him he ſhould only ſtay about 
ten days, and would then return, deſiring he 


would in the mean while uſe his utmoſt endea- 


vours to provide another horſe. Before he reach- | 
ed Devizes, he robbed the paſſengers in the Bath 


diligence. of a ſilver watch, and about ſeven 
pounds in caſh, He ſtopped a poſt. chaiſe with 
two gentlemen going to Bath, from whom he 


took a metal watch, and upwards of twenty 


2 pounds in gold and ſilver. He ſtopped a gen- 


tleman's 
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tleman's ſervant, and robbed him of about fif- 
teen ſhillings, and then croſſed out of the turn- 
pike road to Poltſhot, where he was joyfully re- 
ceived by his relations. After ſpending a few 
days with his friends, he took a ride to Saliſbury, 
and from thence to Wincheſter, Southampton, 
and back through Romſey. In his way he ſtop- 
ped the Exeter diligence near Winterſlow Hut, 
and robbed the paſſengers of five guineas in 
gold, ſixteen ſhillings in ſilver, and a metal 
watch with ſome valuable ſeals. He came up 
with a gentleman on the Andover road, whom 
he robbed of near ten pounds : the gentleman 
_ complained that he had not a farthing to carry 
him home, upon which Boulter aſled how far 
he had to go, and on being told to Saliſbury, he | 
returned him two-pence, laying, that was quite 
ſufficient for ſo ſhort a Journey, The gentle- 
man then alked him who he was, where he lived, 
and whether he followed any other profeſſion; 
vhen Boulter deſired he would afk no more quel- 


tions, but proceed on his road home without 


tool. 


turning back to look after him, or he ſhould be 
forced to treat him with the contents of his piſ- 
About two miles from Stockbridge he 
ſtopped a farmer on horſeback, and robbed him 
of a few ſhillings, and then went into the town, 


and put up and baited at the Swan, where he = 


2 
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ſtaid mantis of an Hour. He then took the 


Sutton road, and about a mile beyond Leckford 
Hut ſtopped a gentleman on horſeback, and rob- 
bed him of about five pounds. Within half a 


mile of Sutton he robbed another perſon on 


horſeback of a guinea and ſeven ſhillings, then 
went to the coach and horſes, fed his horſe, and 
went over the Downs into the London road from 
Wincheſter to Baſingſtoke. He ſtopped three 


gentlemen in going over the Downs, but robbed - 


only one of them. Juſt as he croſſed into the 


turnpike road, he came up with a gentleman in 

2 one horſe chaiſe, whom he took to be Mr. Guy 
of Reading, and knowing that he often car- 
tries conſiderable. ſums about him, expected to 
have met with a good booty, and therefore in- 


ſiſted much on his having more money about 


him. He croſſed the turnpike road, towards 


Alresford, in his way to which place he robbed 
two farmers, and a perſon on foot. From Alreſ- 


ford he took the road to Wincheſter, upon 


which he robbed a gentleman within half a mile 
of the turnpike of near twenty pounds. On the 
road from Wincheſter to Southampton, he ſtop- 
ped the London machine, but finding no paſ- 
ſengers, he bid the coachman drive on. He af- 
" retards ſtopped” the Southampton diligence, 


and robbed one pallenger' alſo two perſons on 
| | foot 
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foot and one on horſeback near the Bridge at 
Chandler's Ford. Took the road for Romſey, 
and robbed two perſons in his way, of near 
thirty pounds. Slept at the Dolphin that night, 
and early next morning ſet off for Briſtol, com- 


mitting only three robberies in his way thither, 


viz. a poſt chaiſe near White pariſh, in which 
was two gentlemen; the Bath machine near Sta- 
pleford, Wilts, and a gentleman'on horſeback. 
about a mile out of Warminſter. T 


„ N T 


| on his arrival at Briſtol, * was joyfully re- 
ceived by his friend Caldwell, who had picked 
up one of the fineſt mares in the country, and 
had kept her in high feed ever ſince he had ſtolen 
her, in order to be ready for buſineſs whenever 
they ſhould think it convenient to ſet out, which 
Boulter agreed ſhould be in two or three days, | 

or ſo ſoon as the horſe he had rode was "oper: 8 
refreſhed. "THIS 


| After frequent 4 on the route they mould 
take, they at laſt agreed to go into Glouceſter- 
ſhire, Leiceſterſhire, and all round that part of 
the country, where Boulter, and in fact both of 
them were utter ſtrangers. They mounted their 
horſes one day after dinner, having drank pretty 
. and took the ſtraight road to Glouceſter, 
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When they had got about three miles out t of 


town, they ſtopped a Briſtol chaiſe with two la- 
dies, whom they robbed of about five pounds 


and a metal watch, They alſo ſtopped ſeveral o- 


ther perſons before they reached Cirenceſter, 


whom they robbed of ſeveral trifling ſums. They 


baited at Cirenceſter, and gave their horſes plenty 
of wine and toaſt, and after drinking pretty 
freely themſelves for about an hour, they again 
mounted their horſes, though late in the evening, 
determined to reach Glouceſter that night, and 
to rob all they met in their way. About a mile 
and a half out of Cirenceſter, they met a gentle- 
man on horſeback, whom they attacked and rob- 


bed, and wiſhing him a good night, told him he 


had had the honour of meeting Boulter. They 
met a farmer and his wife in a ſingle horſe chaiſe, 
whom they robbed of near forty pounds; and a 
gentleman riding by at the ſame time, Caldwell 


was diſpatched to- overtake and rob him, which 


he did of a ſilver watch, two guineas, and ſome 
lilver. They afterwards attacked a poſt-chaile, 
which drove by very furiouſly, but as it was 
dark, they could not perceive who was in it. 
Boulter rode up to it firſt, and was ſome time 
before he could oblige the driver to ſtop, when 
riding up to the door, a gentleman let down the 
plats, and inſtantly diſcharged a piſtol in Boul- 


ter's 
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ter's face. The ball took the Skin off his fore- 
head, and went through the crown of his hat. 
which it carried from his head. The force of 
the-powder fell upon his right eye, and took a- 
way his ſight for nine days, and left ſuch a mark 
of the powder on that ſide of his face, and round 
the eye, that he could never afterwards efface, 
and by which mark he has often been deſcribed, 
and advertiſed in the papers. When this hap- 
pened, Caldwell was about two hundred yards 
behind, but on hearing a piſtol fired, rode up as 

faſt as poſſible, and found his friend Boul- 
ter covered with blogd, ſtunned, and deprived 
of fight. However, after wiping away the 
blood, and Boulter getting a little the better of 
his ſurpriſe and conſternation, and having tied a 
filk handkerchief round his forehead, they were 
ſo exaſperated at the adventure, that they agreed 
to ride after the chaiſe, and to ſhoot the perſon 
who attacked him. In about half an hour they 
overtook the chaiſe, and coming up one on one 
ſide and one on the other ſide of the chaiſe, Cald. 
well diſcharged his piſtol through the glais win- 
dows, and at the ſame time ordered the driver to 
ſtop. Boulter on the other ſide called out to his 
companion not to fire, but to let him deal with 
the perſon who had attempted to take away his 
life, and putting his piſtol to his head, ſaid he was 


c 4 determined 
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determined he ſhould not go a ſtep farther till he 


had delivered every farthing of his money, his 


watch and pocket- book; but as for his life, tho 
he did not deſerve it, that he would readily ſpare. 
They ſuffered the chaiſe to go on, after they had 


taken, a gold watch, nine guineas, and a bill of 


twenty pounds, from the gentleman who was in it, 


It was then debated whether they ſnould proceed 


on their journey, or return to Briſtol, and the 
latter being thought moſt adviſeable, till Boulter 
ſhould recover his ſight, they ſet out for Cald- 
well's houſe, where they arrived by break of day 
the next morning. Meeting ſeveral people on 
the road, Caldwell was deſirous of robbing them, 


but Boulter inſiſted to the contrary, ſaying it was | 
riſking life without neceſſity; for as it was too 
dark to perceive whether his antagoniſt had any 


weapon, they were liable to be ſhot before they 
could ſpeak a word, and for that reaſon he was 


determined never to rob again but by day light, 


which reſolution he kept ever afterwards. 


So ſoon as Boulter had recovered his ſight 
which was in about ten days, they again ſet off 
for Leiceſterſhire, and on the road commit- 
ted as uſual, ſeveral robberies. In leſs than 


ten minutes after their arrival at Leiceſter, go- 
ing to the ſtable to feed their horſes, Boulter was 


accoſted 
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accoſted by the Serjeant- of the company into 
which he entered at the city of York, when he 
received his Majeſty' s pardon, He does not 


chooſe ro mention the Sexjeant's name, nor the | 
regiment; leſt he Id bring him into trouble 


for his good nature; for tho ſerjeant agreed to 
take no notice of him, provided he would make 
it worth. his while to hold his tongue. They 
went into a room together, where they offered 
the Serjeant ten guineas; but he refuſed 1 it, ſay- 
ing it was not ſufficient, for he could at leaſt have 
that reward for taking him; and therefore, un- 
leſs he was complimented very handſomely, he 
would ring the bell for a whole company of 
ſoldiers. They then emptied their pockets, and 
all the money Boulter and Caldwell could muſ- 
ter, did not amount to more than thirty- ono 
pounds and a few odd ſhillings, having met with 


very indifferent ſucceſs in their way thither. The | 


Serjeant being convinced this was all they were 
then worth, agreed to take the thirty-pounds, 
leaving the remainder to pay their reckoning, &c. 
This unexpected meeting, however, was by no 
means agreeable; and dreading that ſomething 
or other might tranſpire from the Serjeant that 
they were highwaymen, they ordered their horſes 
immediately, and detained the Serjeant till they 
were mounted, ning chemſclves very happy 


when 


= * 
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when they had loſt ſight of the place. They 
rode to Litchfield, before they committed any 
robbery, for fear the Serjeant ſhould impeach _ 
them, and cauſe them to be purſued. From 
Litchfield they took the road to Stafford, upon 
which they robbed a coach and four with one 
gentleman and a lady, from whom they took a 
Lady's gold watch and equipage, a gold enamel- 
led ring, and thirteen guineas in gold, and ſome 
filver. The lady appeared very much frighted, 
which Boulter perceiving, he withdrew his piſtol, 
and begged her not to be afraid; for that he never 
wiſhed to do any injury, and for that reaſon ſel- 
dom or ever robbed any perſons but ſuch as 
could well afford to ſpare him ſome. of their 
riches ; ſaid his name was Boulter, and wiſhed 
her ſafe home. They continued robbing all the 
way till they came to Cheſter, and having accu- 
mulated a very conſiderable ſum, they reſolved 
to regale themſelves at that place, and lay by for 
a time, till the noiſe of rheir late robberies was 
ſomewhat abated. They were recommended to 
the gn of the Bull, which was kept they ſay, 
by one Mr. Vaughan, and they accordingly put 
up there; and after ſtaying three or four days, 
finding the landlord very civil and attentive to 
them, and, as they termed it, a very hearty fellow, 
_ they contracted a friendſhip with him, and diſ- 

| covered 
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covered who they were, and their buſineſs ; and 
during the time they ſtaid in that country, they 
were always perfectly ſafe in his houſe, and treat. 
ed with the utmoſt civility, and friendlineſs 
From this place they made frequent excurſions 
round the neighbourhood, committed numerous 


robberies, and got together- a great deal of 


money, and ſpent as freely, feeding their horſes, 
to expreſs it initheir own terms, upon good bread 
and wine, and themſelves upon the beſt that 


money could procure. The laſt time they were 


at Cheſter, they left in Mr. Vaughan's hands on 
brace of piſtols, a pair of ſilver ſalts, two ſilver 
pepper-caſtors, four ſilver ſpoons, two ſhirts, 
and a new ſuit of cloaths, which was made dur- 

ing their abode there. Theſe things, they both 
ſolemnly declared, on the morning of their exe- 

cution, were now in Mr, Vaughan's hands. | 


From Cheſter they took another route home, 
through Shrewſbury, Birmingham, Worceſter, 
&c. committing robberies, as uſual, more or 
leſs, all the way. Caldwell's horſe giving out, 
they made ſearch after another, and in a day or 
two obſerved a handſome black mare in a pad- 
dock in the lower part of Worceſterſhire, which 
they made no helitation to take away, or rather 

Exchange for the other, which " turned looſe 


ſo 
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ſo ſoon as they had put the bridle and ſaddle i on 


the mare. When they reached Briſtol, having 


got together a number of watches, and plate of 
different kinds, and not wanting immediately to 
convert them into money, they dug a hole in 


Caldwell's cellar, about two feet under the floor 
and buried them, leſt in their abſence any acci- 
dental diſcovery ſnould betray them. When this 
was done, Boulter having a deſire to go once 


more among his relations, and to ſee his mother, 


ſet out from Briſtol for that purpoſe, leaving 


Caldwell at home, to ſettle his own affairs, and 


to get things ready for a journey into the Weſt, 


which they had agreed to take ſo ſoon as Boulter 


returned. On the preſent excurſion, he did not at 


firſt propoſe to commit any robbery, but to make 


it a journey of pleaſure ; however, meeting a poſt 
chaiſe about two miles out of Melkſham in 
which were two ladies going towards Bath, he 
could not forbear drawing forth his piſtol; and 
eaſing them of a gold watch, and upwards 


of ſeven pounds in caſh, From Poltſhot he re- 
ſolved to take a tour round part of Hampſhire | 


on a party of pleaſure, by way of calling on 
ſome of his old acquaintances. He ſet out pretty 
early in the morning, and coming over the plain 
from Devizes, between ſeven and eight o'clock, 

| met a een on the Plain, who ſtared very 


hard 
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hard at him, and after they had paſſed, they both 
looked back at one another, and when the per- 
ſon had got at about a hundred yards diſtance, he 
turned ſhort round, and rode after Boulter as faſt 
as he could gallop. Boulter at this inſtant of 
time could account for the circumſtance no other 
way, than by ſuppoſing that the gentleman was 
of the road, and was aſſuredly going to rob him; 
and was conſidering in his mind how he ſhould 
act if attacked, when the gentleman called, out 
to him, and accoſted him with ſay ing, that he 
rode a very fine horſe, and aſked whether he would 
ſell him. Boulter replied, if he could get money 
enough he ſhould have no objection. The 


gentleman aſked what was his price; he replied, 


not leſs. than fifty guineas. Can ſhe trot and 
_ gallop well? Yes, ſaid Boulter, ſhe can trot ſix- 
teen miles an hour, and gallop. twenty, or ſhe 
' would not do for my buſineſs. The gentleman, 
a little ſtartled at the anſwer, deſired he might 
ſee her go. Yes, replies Boulter, with all my 
heart; but I muſt be rewarded for it; and while 
thegentleman was conſidering amidſt his ſurprize | 
what to offer him, Boulter clapped his piſtol to 
his breaſt ; ſaying, no leſs would ſatisfy him than 
all he had got, which being complied with, he 

ſaid, Now, ſir, you have ſeen my performance, 


you ſhall ſee the performance of my horſe, which 
| | A don't 
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I don't doubt will pleaſe you, and wiſhing him 4 
good morning, clapped ſpurs to his horſe, and 
was out of ſight in a few minutes. This was the 
only adventure that befel him upon this journey, 
| which engaged him about ur days, and chen he 
returned t to Briſtol. | 


In about a week after this, their horſes having 
been properly refreſhed, and every other neceffary 
provided, they ſet off on an expedition into the 
Weft. They had not rode far, before they 
attacked an officer in a poſt-chaiſe, from 
whom they took a gold repeating watch, and 
three guineas. They robbed the paſſengers in 


the Taunton Coach of a conſiderable ſum, and 


ſtopped the Exeter Diligence within two miles 
of Honiton, and robbed the paſſengers of near 
thirteen pounds. When they reached Exeter 
they went to the Half-moon, an inn where 
Boulter was well known by the landlord, and 
where he had before ſpent a good deal of money. 
From Exeter they made excurſions every way 
round the country, and committed numberleſs 
daring and audacious robberies, contriving as 
much as poſſible to ſpend their leiſure time, and 
to refreſh their horſes at the above houſe. One 
day while they were at dinner there, Boulter had 
like to have loſt his famous mare, which was ſup- | 
poſed ro be not worth leſs than a hundred guineas, . 


As 


I 


i 
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As the oſtler was bringing her out of the ſtable 


to give her ſome water, one Mr. Harding of 
Briſtol being in the yard, and taking notice of 


her, called out to the landlord, ſaying, D--mn'me 


Hemmings, this is the very mare my father-in- 


law Mr. James loſt a few months ago; how came 


ſhe here? To which the landlord replied, Pſhaw! 
why d--mn me I have had that mare myſelf 
theſe twelvemonths, and how ſhould ſhe be your 
father-in-law's. By G--d, replied Mr. Harding, 


if I had ſeen her in any other hands, or had mer 
her on the road, I ſhould have ſworn to her; 


Mr, Hemmings having got Mr. Harding into a 
parlour to dinner, took the firſt opportunity of 


acquainting Boulter and Caldwell of the circum- 


ſtance, deſiring them to be off before the mare 
ſhould be examined or looked at again, upon 
which Boulter got up, mounted the mare, and 
ſet off towards Plymouth, and in about half 
an hour was followed by Caldwell, the landlord 
adviſing them not to go off together, leſt Mr. 
| Harding ſhould ſee Caldwell and know him, and 
thereby give ſuſpicion of the mare. This cir- 
cumſtance Boulter and Caldwell both declared 
in the moſt ſolemn manner was a fact, of which 
we ſhall hereafter give ſome confirtnation. - In 
their way to Plymouth they committed ſeveral 


| robberies; and in two or three days returned to 


Excter 
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Exeter again, Caldwell's mare which he had 
ſtolen in Worceſterſhire | being tired and rode 
down, was put into Mr. Hemmings's care to be 
ſent to graſs, and got up again; and a gelding 
which Boulter had formerly left there for the 
ſame purpoſe, being in fine order, was taken 
inſtead of her; ſo that being again well mount- 
ed, they made daily excurſions into the country 


all round Exeter, committing the moſt daring 


robberies, ' until the country became ſo much 
alarmed that they thought it dangerous to re- 
main there any longer, and therefore retired to 
Caldwell's houſe at Briſtol, where they remained 
a long time in ſecret; but frequently committed 
robberies in that neighbourhood, to the great 
terror of the inhabitants, who durſt ſcarcely ven- 
ture abroad towards the evening. 


In the beginning of October following, Boulter 
was determined on another expedition into 
Wilts and Hampſhire; and taking Caldwell's 
horſe, ſet off towards Devizes. In his way he 
robbed the Bath Diligence, and three or four 
perſons on horſeback; not any of whom made 
reſiſtance. On the plain between Devizes and 


. he ſtopped a enn and robbed 
| | three 
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three ladies who were in it of about ſeven 
pounds, beſides a crown piece, and ſome dollars 
he alſo ſtopped two gentlemen on horſeback 
within a mile of the ſame place, and robbed them 
of upwards of five pounds. From Salisbury 
he went to Fordingbridge, Ringwood and 4.y-. 
mington, upon which roads he attacked and rob- 
bed ſeveral perſons; and from Lymington he 
took the road to Southampton, 'and in his way 
robbed a farmer and his wife on horſeback near 
Lindhurſt of two guineas and a few ſhillings , 
allo a-gentleman and lady in a whiſky of fix 
guineas, a metal watch, and ſome ſilver. From 
hence hg took the turnpike road leading from 
Southampton to Rumſey, upon which he itopped 
Mr. Young, whom he knew perfectly well, and 
robbed himof thirty-one pounds ten ſhillings, and 
his watch. He alſo robbed the paſſengers in the 
Bath Diligence, who happened to be Mrs. Daw- 
ton of Bath, and Mr, Noyes of Southampton, 
and of this robbery he was convicted by the Clear- 
eſt evidence, (Sce his Trial.) He ſtopped a 
poſt- chaĩſe about half a mile from the Horns Inn, 
and took two guineas and ſome ſilver from a 
gentleman going towards Romfey ; he alſo ſtop- 
ped ſeveral other perſons both on foot and horſ; - 
back, and robbed them of ſeveral ſmal] ſums. 
He atrerwards robbed on the Weſtern and He- 
L) | VI26s 
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vizes road, till having got together a very large 
ſum of money, he returned to his accomplice at 
Briſtol, where he remained the n part of 
the winter. 


In the month of 1 1778, Boulter and 
Caldwell made frequent excurſions together 
from Briſtol, committing robberies in the neigh- 
bourhood of Glouceſter, Worceſter, Bath, Chip- 
penham, Warminſter, Wells, &c. and alſo places 
within a day's ride from Briſtol, where they 
generally rendezvouſed every two or three days; 
till the beginning of February, when Boulter took 
a journey his old road into Wilts, and Hants, com- 
mitting robberies all the way. He ſtopped the 
Exeter machine between Saliſbury and the Hut, 
and robbed the paſſengers of near fifteen pounds. 
He robbed two gentlemenon horſeback near the 
direction poſts at the meeting of the two great 
- Weſtern roads, about half a mile from the Hur. 
Within two miles of Stockbridge he robbed a 
gentleman on horſeback of two guineas and ſome 


7 ſilver. In Popham-Lane he robbed three per- 


ſons on horſeback, ſeparately, of ſmall ſums, 
but does not recollect how much, Slept at an 
Inn upon the road within three or four miles of 
Wincheſter, and the next afternoon committed 
ſeveral robverics on the turnpike between Win- 
_ 


— 


'THOMAS BOULTER. 51 


Cheſter and Southampton, and on the road lead- 


ing to Redbridge and Romſey. He ſtopped a 
Clergyman on the laſt- mentioned road, whom 
he robbed of his gold watch, and abour fif- 
teen ſhillings in caſh, He robbed another 
gentleman near the Summer-houſe on the Com- 
mon of three, guineas and a ſix- pence; but re- 
turned the ſix-pence to pay turnpikes. He 
| ſtopped two different perſons on foot, and robbed 
them of a few ſhillings. He ſtopped a fiſh 
carrier near the Common Gare, and took from 
him a guinea, half a guinea, and ſome filver. 


| . Overtook an old gentleman at the entrance of 


the wood near ' Chandler's-Ford-bridge. Juſt 
as he was got within twenty yards of him, per- 
ceiving him break out of the road into the wood, 
he called out to him to ſtop, when the old gen- 
tleman looking back, aſked what he wanted? 
Boulter replied, your money; No, ſays the 


bother, you are joking ſurely ; not I indeed, ſays a 
Boulter, and immediately preſenting his piſtol, Wo 


inſiſted on his money, or he would blow his 
brains out. The gentleman ſaid, © Fire away, 
for you ſhall not have my money,” and made a 
puſh at the piſtol] ; Boulter then ſaid, I muſt 
kill you then, muſt I? To which he replied, 
Do what you will, you ſhall not have my 


= _ z” ſo that Boulter perceiving him very c d 


D 2 | reſolute, 


— WP —— . a. ” 


| 
1 4 
1 


52 PIE Tux LIFE OF. 


reſolute, and determined not to be r un- 


leſs he had blended murder and robbery toge- 


ther, ſuffered him to ride away without any fur- 


ther altercation. In a ſew minutes after he 


came up with a farmer on the turnpike leading to 
Romſey, and robbed him of eight guineas, a 


ſilver watch, and a few ſhillings in ſilver. The 
man begging very hard for his watch, and it ap- 
pearing to be of little value, Boulter returned it. 


Turned back and croſſed the road thro? Swath- 


ling, between which, place and Southampton, 
robbed a pe ſon on foot of-half a guinea and 


fourteen ſhillings. Then took the road for 


Romſey, upon which he ſtopped a ſingle gen- 
tleman, and robbed him of a filver watch, and 


two guincas. By this time it began to grow 


dark, and having ſtopped a great many perlons, 


thought it Ae to return to Briſtol, and 
make a tour into. a different part of the kingdom. 


Towns the middle of April, Boulter and. 
Caldwell agreed to pay a viſit to the city of Ox 
ford, and to ſpend a few days in that neighbour- 


hood In their way to that city, they robbed 


the Briſtol Fly, and the Bath Diligence; ſtopped 


a poſt-chaiſe, and robbed ſev-ral Gentlemen on 


| horſeback. They ſtaid at Oxford three days, 


ond then ſet off for Reading, on the road to 
| which 


| 
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which place they ſtopped a traveller in a 
ſingle horſe chaiſe, and robbed him of one 
guinea and three ſhillings; which he Per- 

ſiſted was all he had; but as they were very 
certain he had money hid about him, Caldwell 
was with great difficulty withheld from ſhooting 
him, which certainly would have been done, 
had not Boulter held his arm, and kept him til 
the chaiſe was out of ſight, In their way from 
Reading to Baſingſtoke, they met only one per- 
ſon on horſeback, from whom they took half a 
guinea and ſeven ſhillings and fix-pence. While 
at Baſingſtoke, they learnt the King and Quten | 
were going to Portſmouth, and as cheit preſence 
would naturally draw. a vaſt number of people, 
they ſuppoſed i it would afford them an excellent 
opportunity of furniſhing themſelves with a 
large ſum of money. They ſet off in their way 
thither through Odiham; within a mile of Whieh 
place they robbed a farmer of his watch, a gui- 
nea, and a half-crown piece. From Odiham- 
they went to Alton, and in their way robbed” 
two young men on foot of about twenty-three: 
ſhillings. From thence they took the turnpike- 
road to Goſport, and committed three robberies 
before they reached Wick ham. I hey Ropped 
a poit-chaiſe near Weſtmeon, in which was a 
| __ ang a a gentleman; from the lady they teck 
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a gold watch with gold equipage and ſeals, and 


and from the gentleman they took a watch with 


a gold chain, together with a purſe containing 
five guineas and ſome ſilver. About a mile from | 


the ſame place they ſtopped a ſingle gentleman, 


and robbed him of one guinea and one half- 


guinea, About a mile from Droxford they 
ſtopped another chaiſe with one gentleman, 
from whom they took a pinchbeck watch, two 


guineas and ſome ſilver. They rode through | 


Wickham and Fareham, and took the road to 


Portſmouth. Near Portcheſter they robbed two 


gentlemen on horſeback of about five pounds in 


gold and filver, then went to Portſmouth, where 


they ſtayed four days. They took the road 
from thence to Petersfield, and before they 
reached that place committed ſeveral robberies. 


They ſtopped a chaiſe near Horn-Dean, in 
which were two ladies, whom they robbed of 


three guineas and a half-guinea. They ſtopped 


a, man in a cart, from whom they took a ſilver | 


watch, and ſeven ſhillings and fix-pence in caſh; 


their firſt indictment was for this rabbery, of $2 
which they were convicted. (Ser their Trial.) 


They alſo ſtopped a gentleman near Petersfield, 
and robbed him of a guinea and ten half-crown 
pieces. From Petersfield they thought it beſt 


to mp into mother part of the country. 


They 
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They therefore took the ſtraight road through  - 


Wincheſter to Saliſbury, and from Saliſbury to 
Blandford, and thence acroſs the country to 
Briſtol, Below Saliſbury they committed ſeve- 


ral robberies. They ſtopped the two Exeter 9 . 


Diligences near Blandford, and robbed the paſ- 
ſengers of ſome ſmall ſums of money, in the 
. whole about ten pounds. They ſtopped a peſt- 
charte=with two gentlemen and a lady, from 


whom they took a watch and about three pounds. 


| | A * hinefury Dave 


They told one of the gentlemen, who ſaid he 
had no money, that if they ever met with him 
again without a proper quantity of caſh, they 
would blow his brains out; and Caldwell ſaid 
he deſerved it for not having any with him now; 
when the lady interpoſed, and ſaid it was at pre- 
ſent very excuſeable, for as they had been to 
_ Portſmouth to ſee his Majeſty. they could not 
wonder that he had no money left. # ] 

After they had been at Briſtol three days, they 
reſolved on a journey into Worceſterſhire, Staf- - 
fordſhire, and Warwickſhire, and to take ſome 
of their watches, rings, &c. to Birmingham to 
diſpoſe of, ſuppoſing that a very likely place to 
turn them into money without raiſing ſuſpicion, 
They accordingly packed up. ſuch things as they 
thought moſt likely for ſale, and took the ſtraight ' 
ond to Birmingham. On the road, Caldwell's 
91 hows 
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ocked up, and they were very much 
ed with this misfortune , when acciden- 


per 


tajly meeting with one Smith, an old acquain- 


tance and brother of the road, ho was very well 
mounted, they agreed to change horſ-s, giving 


him a ſmall preſent in teſtimony of their friend. 


| ſhip and good will, When they reached Bir. 
mingham, they put up at the Waggon and 


Horſes, and after they had refreſhed thernſelves, 


Bouiter,- as they had before agreed, went our to 
diſpoſe of the watches. When he reached the 
marker-place, he obſerved a Jew, whom he took 


to be a proper perſon for his purpoſe, and ac- - 


coſting him, pulled out a gold watch, u hich he 
ſaid, being of no uſe to him, he wiſhed to dif. 


poſe of. The Jew, after looking at it, gave him 
a direction to his houſe, and ſaid if he would call 


at four o'clock, he did not know but he might 


buy it. At the time appointed, Boulter waited / * 


on him, and while they were talking in the ſhop 


a.perſun came in, who proved to be the keeper | 
of Birmingham priſon, and clapping him on the 
ſhoulder, faid he was in cuſtodv. He was then 
taken before a magiſtrate, and examined, and 
ſignify ing that he came into town with a gentle. 


man, whom he left at his inn, ſome perſons went 


to the Waggon and Horſes, and apprehended 


| ae. and they were both committed ic 
| Bride» 


| 
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Bridewell. (See the Trial, in which is ſpecified 
af large, upon the oath of Mr. Wooldridge, 
keeper of the priſon, all the articles that were 
found upon them.) Notice being given to Sir 
Joan Fielding, they were in a fow days con- 
veyed to Bow-ſtreer, and after undergoing a long 


examination, were committed, Caldwell to Not- 


hill-fields, and Boulter to Clerkenwell priſon. 
Boulter agreeing to pay for a bed, was put into 
an upper ward, with (ix other priſoners; he had 
not been there above two days, before he ob- | 
ſerved, an eſcape was practicable. He commu- 


nicated this to his fellow priſoners, and they 


agreed to put it in practice; accordingly in the 
day- time meeting with ſome women in the court- 


yard, they agreed to give them a certain ſum to 
procure ſorue ſpring ſaws, and other inſtruments , 


fit for their purpoſe, About midnight they be- 


gan work in a fart of the wall where a piece af 


bond- timber was fixed, which being cut away, 


they forced out the bricks, and made a hole 


next the ſtrert large enough to creep th rough, | 


and having got off their irons, three of them 


made their elcape ; the other fonr being com- : 


_ mitted for petty offences, of which they were 
pretty ſure of being e 2 to [tay be- 
hind. 


1 
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It is ſurpriſing that Boulter, ſoſoon as he found 


himſelf at liberty, ſhould not hurry away from 


the neighbourhood of the priſon On the con- 


trary, he went to a houſe only two doors from 
his place of conſinement, where he ſtaid two 


days, and was meaſured for and had the ſuit of 
cloaths made, that he was executed in. On the 


third day, he took the Diligence and went to 
Leiceſter, being a part of the eountry where he 


Was leaſt known, and in a few days he ſtole a 


horſe, with which he made the beft of his way 


to Dover, in order to get out of the Kingdom. | 


When he came to Dover, he found, to his great 


mortification, that an embargo was put upon all 
veſſels, and fo ſtrict that he could not even pre- 
vail with any perſon to venture out with him in 


a ſmall failing boat, with which he intended, 
could he have got her out to fea, to have 
croſſed over to Calais. Finding he could not 
ſucceed, he ſet off for Portſmouth; where, on his 


arrival, he found the ſame difficulty, not being 


able even to get over to the Ifle of Wight. 
From Portfmouth he went to Briſtol, hop- 
ing, among the number of veſſels that are 


continually failing from time to time, he 
might be able to ger a paſſage to ſome place 


or other out of the reach of Sir John Fielding's 


men, ſome « or other of whom he was under con- 
tinual 


1 
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- Nas apprehenfions of meeting. After ſtaying 
at Briſtol three days, and finding no probability 

of any veſſel ſailing, fo ſtrict was the embargo 
there, thar he reſolved to go into the Ile of Port- 


land, and ſtay there till an opportunity offered 


of getting out of the country. He ſet off from 
Briſtol, with this view, and coming to Bridport, 


went to an Inn to feed his horſe and refreſh himſelf, 


When he aſked what he could have for dinner, 
he was told there was a family ordinary juſt 
ready, which he agreed to partake of. There 


were three other perſons dined at the ſame table, 


one of whom taking particular notice of Boulter, 
and obſerving the powder-marks round his eye, 


got up from table, and calling out the landlord, 


told him he was ſure from the deſcriprion, that 
the perſon who came in laſt was Boulter. The 
landlord immediately called him out of the 


room, and taking him into a private parlour, 
ſaid, that the gentlemen who were at dinner 
knew him to be Boulter, and that he had lately 
broke out of Clerkenwell Priſon; but as he had 
never done him any injury, he did not deſire to 


hurt him, and therefore wiſhed him to pay his 
reckoning, and go away directly. Boulter re- 
plied, that they were all very mich miſtaken, | 
far that he was a London Rider: but as he did 

not 
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not wiſh to be a means of breeding any W 


he had no objection to go; he therefore paid his 
reckoning, and was going to mount his horſe, 
when the landlord and one of the company came 


out to him again, and ſcized him; they then car- 


ried him before a Juſtice, and he was conveyed to 


| Dorcheſter gaol. Sir John Fielding being ac- 


quainted with this circumſtance, he was con- 


veyed once more to London, and committed to 


Newgate, from whence he was conducted under | 


a ſtrong guard to Wine gaol. 


Farly on the morning of their execution, Mr. 
White, Keeper of Wincheſter gaol, his Son, and 


the Ordinary, attended the Convicts, informing 


them, that no hopes of reſpite or reprive could 
now exit, and they had only a few hours to re- 


main in this world, they hoped every moment 


they had to live, would be employed in making 
their peace with rhe Almighty, and in preparing 
for another world; and that, if they had any 

thing upon their minds which they wiſhed to 


mmunicate, or any diſcoveries that could be 
made for the public good, this was the only op- 
portunity that they would have Boulter and 
Caldwell then declared as follows: I hat they 


never committed murder. That they had left in 


the hands of Mr. Vaughan at the Bull at Cheſter. 
all 


\ 
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al the articles before mentioned. That the mare 
which Mr. Harding claimed at the Half-moon 
at Exeter, and which is of great value, was the 

real property of his Father-in-law, Mr. Abraham 
James of Briſlington Common, from whom the 
was ſtolen for his uſe. That Mr. Hemmings, 
keeper of the ſaid Inn, informed them of hat 
paſſed tetween Mr. Harding and him, and de- 
fired them to ſet off as ſoon as poſſible, but ſe- 
parately, leſt Mr. Harding ſhould fee them, and 
know Caldwell. That they left in Mr. Hem- 
mings's hands the following articles, in conſide- 


tation of which Boulter had only received eight 


guineas while they were at his houſe, and a five 
guinea Devouſhire bill, which he ſent to Boulter 
while he was in Wincheſter gaol. The articles 
are, one repeating gold watch, valued at fifty 
guineas, one other gold watch, four Glrer 
watches, and a black mare which they ſtole out 
of Worceſterſhire, The five guinea Devoaſhire 
bill was incloſed in a letter, the ſuperſcription of 
which was, For Mr. Thomas Boulter at Win- 
cheſter Caſtle, but was in the inivle addreſſed to 
Mr. Poor; the contents are as follow: 
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Exon * 778. 
15 Per. n July 27, 1778 
Your Ireed. and am very er to bear of your 
misfortune which I lettel thought of you I have 
ſent you five guineas Bill that I was inteded to you 
which hope will come ſalf to hand and let me know 
by the return of Poſt where you rec'd this Letter 1 
have not heard nothing of you be for your letter. 


(A true Copy.) a J. HEMMINGS. 


The cenvids farther cle that in the cel - 
lar under Caldwell's houſe at Briſtol, they had 
buried a great number of watches, and other 
things of value, which they had trom time to 
time ſtolen,” and deſired they might be dug for; 
directions have been ſent down to Briſtol for this 
purpoſe, but no anſwer was received when this 
pamphlet went to preſs ; but whatever may tran- 
ſpire in conſequence of theſe enquiries, ſhall be 
laid before the public. | 


eher alſo declared, juſ as his death, 
that he had written a letter to Mr. Femin 
firing he would give up the articles in his hands to 
his mother at Poltſhot, and had ſignified in a 
letter to his mother that ſuch and ſuch articles 
would be ſent her from him; but by his mo- 
| ther's 
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ther's anſwer, which is as follows, they never 
ware received. 

„ 1 fan. Auguſt 10, ht 

Deares Childe | 


My bleſſing I ſent to you hoping that God will be” 
you frend I hame ſorry to acquaint you that the gentel- 


[ men you talked of Ar both in London, «what you talked 


about is not come, your Seiſter Bettey came home ſafe, 
be pleaſed to ſend how you are as ſun as poſabel, and 
bete maters goes with you, be pleaſed to ſend word 
| when your Seiſter moſt come to you, all frindes defiers 
. thir kind love to you, your Brothers and Sifters joine 


me in n love to Yen. from you unbapey mother 


ELIZ. BQETER. . : 
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The ider & cautious of expoſing the cha- 


| racters of individuals, were unwilling to lay thoſe 
- particulars before the public, which muſt ſo efſen- 


Mally affect the perſons concerned, till the ci 
feſſion of the convicts was corroborated by ſuch 
further circumſtances and teſtimony, that they 


could not, without great injuſtice to the public, 


have connived at the charge. Were highwaymen 


never harboured ndr ſecreted by thoſe who wear a 
| fair face to the world, we ſhould not ſooften be in- = 
feſtedwith them; for had they no opportunities 
of harbouring N of being encouraged, 


and 
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and of torming connec the way of lite 
would be in itſcir fo wretched, tdiftreMed: and 5 ; 
Ho very uncomſortable that no one would follow : 
ir, or if they did, could reign but a ſtort time. 
The teſlirzony of Abraham James, . E\qz of 
Brefdic.gtor, Common near Briſtol, relative 19 
the mare, is magertal. Ile came 60 Wincheiter 
on this buſineſs the 24th of Auguſt laſt, and hear- 
ing theftory rear to him, he charged his mes. 
mory, andl ſaict he remembesed- Mr. Hardivg's. ” ; 
coming home At the time, and relating the lamp 
. circumitance; he ſaid he ſhould take proper care 
to enquire into the matter, and if evidence Tolls. 
ſeat could be procured, he would ſpare no x 
pence in bring ing ſuch a man to juſtice. Mr. | 
Jadescves then directed where to find the mare, 
ich, will be given up on his n. king a proper” ö 
demand of her. Ever; article which the priton.,. 
as have recovered, will be ref ored to the o e 
To fail 48. hey. can be found; and pe: ons hav, 
ing aug of rhe couvidhs effects in their hands, by 
N 0 iating tiem td their on wile, ate W 
a proſecution, even the ien of the deceaſed.” 
2 particular deceription of me wal ches, and mare 
in Nat, Hemm iogss bande, may be had of the 
i Se, Cx | rr df kite, Keener of. Wigchelter 14 
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